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is to help the world to walk wisely along those roads
of research on which it has entered now. You cannot
prevent it going forward along them, knowledge is
already too widely spread for that; but what you can
do is to help men to walk wisely, and to avoid many
a pitfall into which otherwise they would be very likely,
to fall. And along those lines there is very much to be
done: plans to be worked out, methods of research to be
planned and tested; and I hope before very long to see
some groups in our Society that will take up this special
line of work as part of their activities, and, headed by
someone who knows practically something of that with
which he is dealing, will then help the younger students
to learn wisely and to experiment carefully. And in
these matters it is well, so far as you can, to bring the
more scientific members of the Society into touch with
this work; for one of the reasons that Spiritualism
fell into discredit for a time was because the scientific
and the thoughtful abstained from it, and left it in the
hands of the credulous and the unwise. The leaders of
the scientific world who ought to have joined in the
work which Sir William Crookes, Alfred Wallace, and
others began, instead of following them and strengthen-
ing their hands, turned their backs on it all, leaving it
to be carried on by those who knew far less than they,
and who were not accustomed to accurate observation
and careful recording of phenomena. Now leading
scientific men are beginning to work at it. Along all
lines of psychical research work should be done by us, if
we do not mean to cancel the Third Object in our
Society.
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